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Mr. Chainnan,

Advancement of woman is a critical socio-politicaI issue determinant of the
destiny and fulure of the countries and nations. The social status and role of women who
account for half of the world population affect to a great extent the development of the
countries of all nations and the humankind. There can be no world without women. As
such, social development is unthinkable apart from the role of women.

Today, the advancement of women, especially the issue of complete elimination of
discrimination and violence against women, is

However, the global effort for elimination

of discrimination against women in all
its kinds and for advancement of women including assurance of gender equality is stiIl
faced with many difficulties and challenges. We recognize that all pending issues of the
past should be clearly liquidated if we are to achieve real advancement of women by
overcoming these difficulties and challenges. Without clean settlement of the past, it is
impossible to achieve advancement of women for the present and the future.

My delegation wishes to take this opportunity to mention once again on the attitude
of Japan towards the issue of "comfort women" which has been the focus of international
debate as commonly recognized as the most typical violation of women's rights in
modem history.

On August 12, this year, a testimony meeting of the victims of the crime against
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of the "Treaty of
Korea-Japan Annexation". At the meeting the surviving victims of the "comfort women"
for the Japanese imperial anny demanded that the government of Japan make
unconditional apology and compensation for the past crimes.



The "comfort women" system was established as a state policy of Japan in the
early half period of the past century. It is a crime against humanity which had inflicted,
unimaginable and immeasurable


